
ICENI PROJECTS – CASE STUDY

Iceni’s Heritage and Townscape 
Teams are currently advising 
on two major residential-led 
developments in Barking, 
including tall buildings, to 
deliver in the region of 1700 
new homes.

The Abbey Road and Barking Wharf Phase 2 sites, either side of the River 
Roding in Central Barking, are a major component in the wider regeneration 
of the area. We are providing heritage and townscape support on both 
projects. On Abbey Road, our input is part of the wider services being 
provided by Iceni, which also covers Planning, EIA, Transport, Engagement 
and Sustainability, and Iceni were also responsible for securing consent, in 
2016, for the adjacent site.

The Abbey Road and Barking Wharf Phase 2 schemes are planned to 
deliver, together, in the region of 1700 new homes. Our input has involved 
the provision of Baseline Heritage and Townscape Assessments to inform 
design development with architects Broadway Malyan, pre-application 
discussions with the local planning authority, Be First, and close 
consultation with Historic England. 

Our baseline documents, including preliminary viewpoint studies, 
have been key in establishing an agreed starting point for developing 
schemes that can be supported by Be First and Historic England. We 
have liaised with the architects and specialist visualisation consultants 
to aid these discussions, and are now working towards the provision of 
supporting documentation for the full planning applications on both 
schemes, including Heritage Statements, Townscape and Visual Impact 
Assessments, and Environmental Statement chapters.

Two major new developments in Barking, 
including tall buildings, in a sensitive heritage 
and townscape context within the settings of 
highly listed buildings, conservation areas and 
a scheduled ancient monument

Eco World, Barking Wharf Phase 2

Weston Homes, Abbey Road

5interesting
facts about
the project

1: BIG GROWTH
The London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham has branded itself as “the capital’s 
next big growth opportunity”, with aspirations 
for more than 50,000 new homes in the next 20 
years.

2: STRIKING HISTORY
Part of the Abbey Road site was operated from 
the 1920s-1960s as the Vulcan Globe Match 
Works, operated by a multinational Swedish 
match manufacturer.

3: NEW CONNECTIONS
New pedestrian routes are proposed to improve 
connections across the wider area, including 
an important new footbridge across the River 
Roding as part of the Barking Wharf Phase 2 
scheme.

4: BENEDICTINE ABBEY
The Abbey Green, directly to the east of 
the developments, is a scheduled ancient 
monument containing the remains of Barking 
Abbey, which was the third wealthiest 
monastery in England when it was dissolved by 
Henry VIII in 1539.  

5: INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE
The local context is also significant for its 
industrial heritage relating to the River Roding, 
including the Grade II listed Old Granary on 
Town Quay, to the south of the developments.
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