
ICENI PROJECTS – CASE STUDY

Working with an international 
design team, and liaising closely 
with Westminster City Council, 
Historic England, and the Crown 
Estate, Iceni’s Heritage team 
have played a key role in a series 
of important listed building 
consent applications for the Ten 
Room, part of the Café Royal. 

Working for the Alrov Property Group, the team were tasked with negotiating 
changes to this important space, as part of proposals to change how the 
5* Hotel Café Royal’s reception and restaurant facilities work. 

The Ten Room, interestingly, is a recreation of a lost historic space, 
introduced into the Grade II listed building as part of the redevelopment 
of the Site from 2008-2012. As part of the scheme to develop the new 
Hotel Café Royal, a makeweight scheme was consented, involving the 
recreation of the Ten Room to offset the loss of historic spaces elsewhere 
in the building. Having been created entirely from photographs, the Art 
Deco space had been found, in the years since the hotel’s reopening, to 
be not entirely successful, particularly in terms of its lighting. 

Iceni worked to justify a series of alterations to the space which, while 
retaining the spirit of the space as a historic replica, improved the space’s 
functionality and experience, making good on some of the issues that 
arose from creating a replica from photographs alone. Consent has now 
been granted for a series of changes that result in the Ten Room becoming 
a new reception for the Hotel, incorporating new light fittings and other 
changes to the space. 

Supporting the evolution of a London 
Institution

The Ten Room, Café Royal

5interesting
facts about
the project

1: A HERITAGE ODDITY
The Ten Room, while appearing to be a genuine 
1930s interior, was completed in 2012; its 
fabric, protected by listing, and significant as a 
recreation, is essentially brand new. 

2: A PROMINENT PAST 
The Café Royal Site was, originally, one of 
London’s great places to see and be seen; 
everyone from Oscar Wilde to Winston Churchill 
and Muhammed Ali dined here. 

3: STARCHITECTURE
The redevelopment of the Hotel was led by 
David Chipperfield, whose work includes the 
Hepworth Gallery in Wakefield, and Margate’s 
Turner Contemporary.

4: A GRAND HOTEL
The new hotel is a 5*, and has 160 rooms and 
suites. 

5: REBUILDING THE PAST
The recreated 1930s interior of the Ten Room 
included considerable guesswork; the whole 
thing is based on just two remaining, rather 
grainy photographs of the original. 
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